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Florida Lines 
Volume 30 Issue 2 June 2012 

Two Renowned Genealogists  
at November 2012 Conference 

With a great deal of excitement, President 
Pamela Cooper and the Conference Committee 
are pleased to announce that the November 
conference will host two renowned genealogists.   

 

Curt B. Witcher,  
MLS, FUGA 

Senior Manager for Special Collections at 
the Allen County Public Library in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana 

Curt B. Witcher is Manager, Historical 
Genealogy Department, at the Allen County 
Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. His job 
entails managing The Genealogy Center, serving 
as general curator for that institution’s Rare and 
Fine Book Collection, and supervising the new 
Lincoln Financial Collection’s Lincoln Library. 
He has worked at the Allen County Public 
Library for more than thirty years. Curt is a 
member of the Genealogy Committee of the 
American Library Association, a past chair of the 
association’s History section, a former president 
of both the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
and the National Genealogical Society, and the 
founding president of the Indiana Genealogical 
Society. 

Curt was distinguished in 1995 as a fellow of the 
Utah Genealogical Association (FUGA) and 
received the Federation of Genealogical 
Societies’ highest honor, the Rabbi Malcolm H. 
Stern Humanitarian Award, in 1997. He was the 
2002 ALA-RUSA History Section Genealogical 
Publishing Company Award winner and in 2003 
was honored by the Indiana Historical Society as 
that year’s Willard Heiss Memorial Lecturer. 
Curt was recognized in 2006 by being named the 
first fellow of the Indiana Genealogical Society. 
He was honored in May of 2007 with the 
National Genealogical Society’s P. William Filby 
award for outstanding, life-time contributions to 
genealogical librarianship. Curt’s interests are in 
United States local history, migration history and 
settlement patterns, African American research, 
First Nations/Native American research, and 
preserving living history. 
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Thomas MacEntee 

High-Definition Genealogy 
Family History in Focus  

Thomas is a genealogist who specializes in the 
use of technology and social media to improve 
genealogical research and to interact with 
others in the family history community. 
Thomas relies on his 25 years of experience in 
the information technology field.  

Born in the Catskill Mountain region of New 
York, Thomas was introduced to his ancestry 
in 1993 when he discovered a published copy 
of his family’s genealogy from 1916. Working 
with a detailed accounting of his Dutch 
ancestry, Thomas has continued to trace the 
other roots and branches of his family for the 
past 15 years.   

After attending The George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C., earning a 
Bachelor of Arts in Art History, a career 
involving computers and the Internet was not 
on the radar for this lover of history and the 
liberal arts. But life had other plans for 
Thomas. 
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President’s Letter 

It is TRUE! Our state 
conference is having the two 
best speakers in the country–
Curt Witcher of the Allen 
County Public Library in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana and Thomas 
MacEntee of Chicago, 
Illinois.  

Have you been following RootsTech in Salt Lake City? 
These two speakers were over the top and the most sought 
after speakers. People are still talking about the inspiring 
lecture presented by Curt Witcher. The enthusiasm from 
your Conference Committee is more than awarding. It is 
down-right exciting! They have spent many hours selecting 
the right topics and giving everyone a variety of lectures 
from which to choose. And, wait till you hear about our 
Thursday and Friday night entertainment! More details will 
be available in the upcoming months. 

How do I begin tell you everything that your FSGS Board 
has been doing? You can start by reading every page of 
this newsletter. We have lots of activities going on for one 
reason only—to help our members with their family 
history in any way that we can. At the same time, it is 
important that we be responsible to collect, preserve, and 
protect Florida’s records! Hence, we have started the War 
of 1812 Florida Challenge. Currently, it is a contest to win 
a conference registration. However, it really is a two-year 
project to gather information on the burial sites of all 
veterans of the War of 1812 in Florida. 

Did Florida participate in the War of 1812? Yes, they did! 
If you want to read more about it, read this excellent book 
called The Other War of 1812: the Patriot War and the American 
Invasion of Spanish East Florida by James G. Cusick, 
President of the Florida Historical Society. In addition, 
there were many claims made by local residents for 
damage from the War. At the Saint Augustine Historical 
Society, there is a manuscript collection of “The Patriot 
War Papers and Patriot War Claims 1812-1846.” There will 
be more details about this collection in forthcoming issues 
of the quarterly. 

Regrettably, I have accepted the resignation of our 
Records Chair, Mary Singley who has been in this position 
for twelve years. We are sorry to see her go, but I know we 
will see her at the conferences. She has been a strong 
supporter of FSGS for a long time and we appreciate 
everything she has done for us. If anyone would like to 
join our board to volunteer on a committee or take the 
position of Records Chair, please contact me at 
president@flsgs.org.   

Pamela J. Cooper  
President, Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Thomas MacEntee  
(Cont’d from page 1) 

While working for the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Thomas was asked to learn all about a new-fangled 
machine called the IBM Personal Computer and then 
teach others in his department. Thus began a fascination 
with desktop computer technology and training.  

Fast-Forward to the present: Thomas now shares his 
knowledge of technology and experience as a genealogist 
with others through various forms of social media and 
speaking engagements. Through his business, High-
Definition Genealogy, he provides consulting services in 
the genealogy industry covering such areas as market 
research, education, technology and more. As the creator 
of GeneaBloggers.com, Thomas has organized and 
engaged a community of over 2,000 bloggers to document 
their own journeys in the search for ancestors. 

You can read more about Thomas at his website:  
High-Definition Genealogy. 

Staying Abreast of Conference News 

In addition to welcoming Curt B. 
Witcher and Thomas MacEntee, 
the Conference Committee is 
hard at work to put meaning to 
the FSGS 36th Annual 
Conference theme:  

 

 

The Best of Times: Genealogy + Technology! 

To accommodate additional sessions, the conference has 
been expanded by one day and will be occurring 
8-9-10 November 2012.  

Watch the FSGS website, Blog, and our Facebook page for 
news on inspiring speakers, thought-provoking 
presentation topics, innovative vendors, and more.   

Conference Deadlines 
 15 September 2012: Have you sent applications for 

Florida Genealogy Outstanding Achievement Award 
and the Genealogy Outstanding Achievement Award 

 15 September 2012: Have you sent an application for 
Charlotte Duvall/FSGS Librarian Scholarship? 

 15 October 2012: Have you emailed 
president@flsgs.org about your banner being on 
display at the conference? 

http://rootstech.org/
mailto:president@flsgs.org
http://hidefgen.com/
http://www.flsgs.org/
http://flsgs.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_93763722863&ap=1
mailto:president@flsgs.org
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2012 FSGS Conference Location 

  

Centrally located on I-95 between Fort Lauderdale and 
Boca Raton and just two miles from Florida’s Gold Coast 
beaches, this hotel is situated in the grounds of Deerfield 
Country Club and has beautiful views over the golf course.  

The accommodations are stylish and the hotel has a 
sparkling tropical outdoor pool and Jacuzzi, and a 24-hour 
Fitness Center where you can burn off any excess energy.  
Or, you can just treat your palate to a fresh approach to 
Caribbean cuisine at Bobby Bahia's Caribbean Grille. 

With a spacious foyer area adjacent to the pool, spectacular 
outdoor views, vaulted ceilings, breathtaking chandeliers 
and marble floors, the Hilton Deerfield Beach/Boca Raton 
offers a dramatic setting for the  

FSGS 36th Annual Conference 
The Best of Times: Genealogy + Technology! 

Getting Around 

Park your car and leave the driving to the hotel. They offer 
a complimentary shuttle service to any destination within 
five miles of the hotel including beaches, shopping, dining, 
and golf.  

Hotel Location 

The hotel is located at 100 Fairway Drive, Deerfield Beach, 
Florida, 33441-1856 ( 954-427-7700).  

 

Hotel Website 

To read more about what this hotel offers, click here 

to visit their website.  

Hotel Reservations 

Register early to get the best possible room for your needs. 
To get conference rates, be sure to use the Florida State 
Genealogical Society page.  

Click this link or use this address to get to the online page: 
www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/ 
D/DERHIHF-FLGENE-20121107/ 
index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG  

If you call, be sure to ask for the FSGS conference rate. 

Are You Ready to Compete?  

Win a free 2012 conference registration!  
FSGS has a challenge for you! Will you help identify and 
honor a War of 1812 soldier buried in Florida?  In order 
to win, you must be the first to submit a NEW burial site 
of a veteran of the War of 1812 that has NOT been 
identified before by someone else.  

The first person to submit the name of a War of 1812 
veteran and his previously unidentified burial site will win a 
full conference registration to the November 8-9-10, 2012 
conference in Deerfield Beach. If you are one of the next 
five people to submit, you will get 20% off your 
registration fee.  

To see details and instructions, 
visit the FSGS website.  

Both the General Society of the 
War of 1812 and the United 
Daughters of the War of 1812 
have been contacted about 
providing grave markers for 
graves that are found. 

 

Continuing Project  

Because many of our members have extensive research 
experience and access to Florida records, we hope to 
continue this project over the next two years. So, even if 
you do not win, we hope that you will continue your 
search and help us document all of the burial sites of 
veterans of the War of 1812. 

If you become interested in the life of the soldier, please 
write a biography about the veteran and submit it to our 
journal Editor (Cori Downing) for publication.  

 

http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/florida/hilton-deerfield-beach-boca-raton-DERHIHF/index.html
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/D/DERHIHF-FLGENE-20121107/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=171
http://www.societyofthewarof1812.org/
http://www.societyofthewarof1812.org/
http://www.usdaughters1812.org/
http://www.usdaughters1812.org/
mailto:ckd79duke@cfl.rr.com
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Thank You Note from 2011 Librarian 
Scholarship Winner –Carol Anderson 

The following note was received by the FSGS board and 
we thought we’d share it with you. Your membership dues 
help support this award and enrich the professional life of 
librarians who receive it.  

 

FSGS Treasurer, Pat Rand, Named 

Federation of Genealogical 
Societies Treasurer 

May 31, 2012, Austin, Texas: The Federation of 
Genealogical Societies (FGS) announces that Patricia W. 
Rand of Florida has recently been appointed to its Board 
of Directors as Treasurer. 

Pat Rand has over 20 years of experience in the genealogy 
field and currently serves as President of The Villages 
Genealogical Society in The Villages, Florida which has 
over 700 members. She is a retired CPA, the current 
treasurer for the Florida State Genealogical Society, and 
recently served as treasurer for the Florida Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists. 

Pat Oxley, President of FGS states, “We are so pleased to 
have Pat Rand join the FGS team as our treasurer. Pat 
brings a strong accounting background and years of 
experience.  We feel so fortunate that she is willing to 
share her time and talent with FGS.” 

When you run into Pat, be sure to offer her your 
congratulations. 

Celebrating Twenty Years of Service 

The Halifax Genealogical Society 
(HGS) is celebrating twenty years of 
service to Ormond Beach area 
genealogists. To mark the event, 
they’ve put together an exciting fall 
schedule.  

 September 13, 2012. Speaker  Pam Cooper  will present 
Pathfinders, Guides, Finding Aids and Catalogs - Strategies for 
Genealogy 

September educational class: History is a Mystery:  Getting 
Young People Interested in Genealogy. 

 October 11, 2012.  Speaker Kathy Stickney will present 
A Look at Special Federal Census Schedules 

October educational class: Are You There?  Researching the 
1940 U.S. Census Without a Name Index 

HGS meets at 1:30 p.m.–3:30 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of the month September through May at the 
Ormond Beach Library, 30 South Beach Street. For more 
information on this society, click here to visit their website. 

Know What a Sibley Tent Stove is? 

Click here to go to the Micanopy Historical Society 
Museum website to find out about the stove and lots of 
other interesting items held in the museum’s collection.   

 

Thank you, FSGS! 

I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the Florida State Genealogical Society for 
the $500 Charlotte Freels Duval/ FSGS Librarian 
Scholarship you awarded me at the FSGS Conference last 
November.  The scholarship enabled me to spend last 
week at the amazing National Genealogical Society 2012 
Family History Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio.  The 
experience afforded me the opportunity to attend 
numerous sessions presented by experts in the field of 
genealogy, to explore the more than 100 exhibits and 
vendors in the huge Exhibit Hall, and to renew 
acquaintances, make new friends, and network with many 
of the over 2,000 genealogists, librarians, and family 
historians in attendance.  I also did a little bragging every 
chance I got that I was there thanks to the scholarship 
FSGS provided. 

My first day was Librarians’ Day sponsored by ProQuest.  
About 100 librarians who serve genealogists listened to 5 
excellent presentations including “The Best of Times – For 
Genealogists and Their Librarians” with Curt B. Witcher 
and a tour of the Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County to focus on their Genealogy/Local 
History Department.  My second day was actually the first 
day of the full conference. The Opening Session was 
presented by Patricia Moseley Van Skaik, “Genealogy 
Buried in a Photograph:  Amazing Discoveries in the 
Cincinnati Panorama of 1848.”  The remainder the 
conference presented multiple choices for each block of 
time with opportunities to learn from some of the most 
prominent names in the profession.   

In addition to valuable sessions, there was the huge Exhibit 
Hall at the Duke Energy Convention Center where  I was 
repeatedly drawn back to talk with vendors, attend demos 
and mini-classes, collect information, and – of course – 
buy books!  I came home with bags full of literature and a 
head full of ideas to share.  

I cannot thank you enough for making this opportunity 
possible for me.  If anyone is interested in applying for the 
scholarship – more information and an application are 
available on the FSGS website (www.flsgs.org).    

Sincerely,  
Carol Anderson 
15 May 2012 

 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/Halifax_Genealogical_Society/Home.html
http://www.afn.org/~micanopy/html/sibley_tent_stove.html
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By: Pamela Tremé 

Have you heard the rumblings about Pinterest? Do you hear 
people talking about pinning? While Pinterest has been around 
for a few years now, it is only recently that genealogists have 
started trying to use it.   

What is Pinterest? It’s a virtual pin board on a computer 
screen. It’s based on the idea of the cork bulletin board you 
probably had as a teenager. You clipped something from a 
magazine and pinned it to the bulletin board to follow up later. 
I had lots of pictures of shoes. The difference with Pinterest 
is that you can have as many electronic bulletin boards as you 
want and your magazine is the Web…the whole Web…well 
at least websites with graphics. You need a graphic to pin a 
website.  

How do I access Pinterest? You need an invitation if you 
want to pin to boards. Visit Pinterest at www.pinterest.com, 
click the Request an Invitation button to start the process. 
The instructions are clear and easy. After you log on, the 
Pinterest home page appears with the header shown below.  

How can a genealogist use Pinterest? 

Using Pinterest for Bookmarks: 
After you add a board and pin a 
website to it, you can always go back 
to the board and click the link at the 
bottom of the pin to open the 
website on a new browser tab. The 
pins are easier to see and use than 
bookmarks in a browser and way 
more fun. 

Using Pinterest to Show Original Content: Upload a 
family photo with comments to put it into the Pinterest 
stream of information…the message in a bottle approach.   

Using Pinterest as Social Media: You can follow other 
pinners and other pinners can follow you. You create a 
community with shared interests, which can lead to who 
knows where.   

Fun Pinners to Watch: Genealogy Bank, The Southern 
Genealogist, Turning Hearts Genealogy, and Accessible 
Archives. You can watch how these pinners organize their 
boards, what sites they pin from and what sites they avoid, 
and watch as they figure out how to use Pinterest effectively 
for genealogy…or not! Using Pinterest for genealogy is after 
all still a developing use of the tool.   

Where should I be cautious?  

Social media means you should provide only required info 
in your profile, make sure your virus protections is up to 
date, and avoid posting info about living people…including 
yourself. 

Be cautious about copyrights. For example, if you pin the 
Find A Grave home page, you’ve just created a convenient 
shortcut for yourself. However, if you pin an individual 
memorial, are you on shaky ground? I’d say yes. 

Sites that encourage pinning have started including 
Pin It buttons. When you don’t see the button, 

look for other social media buttons.  

 

Having the buttons means that the website owners already 
like sharing and probably won’t mind being pinned to your 
board.  When in doubt, write to the website owners and ask if 
they have a Pinterest policy.  

What is the bottom line? Pinterest is possibly an emerging 
tool, and as such, bears watching to see how its use develops. 
If nothing else, watching this one is fun and way cool…just 
don’t keep your credit card too near your computer.  

 

 Search: Enter a term (genealogy) to see pins or a name 
(Thomas MacEntee) to access a person’s boards to see 
what they’ve pinned.  

 Pinterest logo: Click the logo anytime that you want to 
go to your Pinterest home page.  

 Add: Click the Add button to create a board or to add or 
upload a pin. 

 About: Click About to display the Help. It’s short and 
well written. 

 Pamela: Click your name to show a list of options you’ll 
want to use, including Boards. Click Boards to go to your 
personal boards and see your personal pins. 

 Pinners you follow:  After you follow a few pinners (that’s 
the social media part), click this option to see only the pins 
of those pinners. 

 Everything: Click Everything when you want to see 
everything being pinned to Pinterest. Or, select a category 
from the drop-down list that appears and limit what 
displays to that category; for example, Technology.   

 Videos, Popular, and Gifts: Click these buttons if you’re 
looking for videos, shopping, or you want to look for a 
gift for someone. Pinterest was developed primarily as a 
sales site. It’s marketing on steroids. 

Why would genealogists want to use a site developed to 
market products? The site provides you with a chance to 
engage with a younger crowd using media they are interested 
in…and I’m talking a huge crowd of mostly young women.    

http://www.pinterest.com/
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Need a Good Summer Read?  

By: Pamela Cooper 

Hey, America, Your 
Roots are Showing  

by Megan Smolenyak,  
Citadel Press, 2012 

 
The latest genealogy book on the market by Megan has me 
wanting to grow up and be just like her. If only I was 20 
again! Fortunately, for all of us, her background is a perfect 
scenario to help nurture and provide the right education 
for a wannabe genealogy researcher. And, what does she 
do, but publish a book where she shares cases and results 
that will leave you shaking your head in amazement. Each 
chapter is different and unique and it was like reading a 
new mystery novel several times over. 

With that said, do you need help in solving a brick wall? 
Could it be possible that Megan may provide a few ideas 
and suggestions in one of the many cases she solved? 
There are twenty-two chapters and each one deals with a 
unique case such as a Civil War bible or the roots of 
Barack Obama. From African-American to Jewish research 
to skeletons on the USS Monitor, this book has all the 
intrigue and mystery you would want to read with a 
genealogy twist. 

Click here to see more information on this book.  

Meet Our Newest Board Member 

Debbie Baker, Membership Chair 

Debbie is a third-generation native of Miami. Her 
great-great-grandfather, Edward Hinkson, homesteaded on 
the Miami River prior to 1892. He had been wounded 
during the Civil War and came south from New York for 
his health. Debbie’s maternal grandmother and both her 
parents were born and raised in Miami. In addition, 
Debbie’s husband is also a native Miamian.  

Debbie became interested in family history over 30 years 
ago when her mother, Joan Bond, and her first cousin, 
Claire Heatherington, went to Wales with a group of 
Hughes cousins from Ohio. Thanks to Claire, Debbie was 
bitten badly by the genealogy bug. Debbie is a member of 
several national, state, and local genealogical societies, has 
served on the Genealogical Society of Greater Miami 
Board in all elected positions and on the Florida State 
Genealogical Society Board. In June 2008, the Baker family 
moved to Eustis, Florida. Thanks to retirement, Debbie is 
able to spend most of her days immersed in her research. 

 

Historical Anniversaries  
 100th Sinking of Titanic 1912–2012 

 150th Beginning of Civil War (1862–1965/2012–2015) 

 200th War of 1812 (1812–1814/2012–2014) 

 300th Shipwreck of Treasure Fleet off the coast of Vero 
Beach and Fort Pierce (1715–2015) 

 500th Founding of Florida (1513–2013) 

Family History Writing Competition 

Pinellas Genealogy Society (PGS) is again conducting a fall 
writing competition. PGS is accepting entries for its annual 
Family History Writing Competition. Entries are being 
accepted from members of the society as well as 
non-members. 

Entries should be based on the author’s research of a 
family history or a genealogical account of family lines and 
lives, discussing the steps followed and the conclusions 
that resulted from the research. Entries may be original, 
unpublished papers or published papers. If previously 
published, be sure to submit permission to reprint from 
the original publisher along with the entry. 

Awards 

Prizes will be awarded to three submissions selected by 
PGS judges.  

 First prize—$50  

 Second prize—$30  

 Third prize—$20 

The winning entries will be announced in the winter issue 
of Pinellas Genealogist. All entries must be received no 
later than 31 October 2012.  

To see complete competition rules, visit the PGS website. 
Or, email the editor at pgsfla@yahoo.com.  

Going to Jail in Jasper  

Now open as a museum, the Old Jail in Jasper, Florida 
provides you with a chance to go to jail…and enjoy the 
experience. The jail, which was built in 1893, is listed on 
the National Register of Historic places and offers you the 
chance to visit the area where prisoners were segregated, 
housed, and hung.  

In addition to the Old Jail, which is home to the Hamilton 
County Historical Museum Society, the society maintains 
the Heritage Village, where the society showcases the 
culture and heritage of Florida’s forefathers, as it was in 
the 19th and 20th century.  

To find out more about going to jail in Jasper, click here to 
visit the society’s website.  

 

http://megansmolenyak.com/america-your-roots-are-showing.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flrbgs/handouts/Pinellas%202012%20Writing%20Competition.pdf
mailto:pgsfla@yahoo.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhchms/index.htm
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Society Awards Application 
Do you have an outstanding member who you think deserves some acknowledgement? Are you a member of an organization 
that has done a great job of preserving, protecting, or promoting Florida genealogy? Have you considered entering a 
nomination for an award to acknowledge all the hard work? FSGS offers two coveted awards.  

 

 

 
 

 

Click here to go to a PDF of the application.

http://www.flsgs.org/upload/files/awards-scholarships/AwardNomination.pdf
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CHARLOTTE FREELS DUVALL/ 
FSGS LIBRARIAN SCHOLARSHIP 

The Florida State Genealogical Society is dedicated to the 
promotion of excellence in the field of genealogy and in 
conjunction with that commitment, recognizes that 
Florida's public libraries are a key resource. For that 
reason, we are pleased, once again, to offer an opportunity 
for librarians or paraprofessionals who serve genealogy 
patrons, a great opportunity to receive continuing 
education in this area. 

Charlotte Freels Duvall for many years has provided 
$200.00 for the librarian scholarship. FSGS adds an 
additional $300.00 to make a total of $500.00 available to 
any Florida librarian who is serving genealogy patrons. 
This scholarship is for attending a state or national 
conference or an institute of genealogical research to help 
further your education in genealogical research and 
services. 

If your library serves genealogy patrons, we hope we can 
encourage you to apply for our scholarship and increase 
your education to better serve your patrons. An 
application appears on the following page. It should be 
returned with a letter of recommendation from your 
Library Director that includes an assurance that you will be 
given professional leave to attend the seminar of choice. 

The next column includes a list of conferences and 
institutes we believe will help you to make a decision. All 
of these educational programs provide brochures well in 
advance. Contact the organization if you would like to be 
on the mailing list for announcements. 

In addition, FSGS holds an annual conference in the fall 
with excellent speakers and vendors. This scholarship may 
be applied to that conference, and the balance must be 
applied to one other seminar, conference, or institute. You 
will be required to send a report to the FSGS board after 
you attend your chosen event. 

If you have questions about our scholarship program, feel 
free to contact Carol Anderson at awards@flsgs.org. The 
scholarship will be presented at the annual FSGS 
conference (details are available on the FSGS website) and 
it is not necessary to attend. The recipient will be notified 
in advance. Your local genealogical society can help you by 
giving letters of recommendation and suggestions about 
which programs are the best to attend. You can also print 
a PDF version of the application if needed. Mailing details 
are on the bottom of the application which is the last page 
in this packet. 

The application deadline is 15 September 2012.  

List of Suggested Genealogy 
Educational Programs 

 Federation of Genealogical Societies  
P.O. Box 200940, Austin, TX 78720-0949:  
2013 conference in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 21–24 August 
2013. This conference attracts over 1500 people and 
provides many vendors.  

 Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research 
IGHR, Samford University Library, 800 Lakeshore 
Drive, Birmingham, AL 35229: Held 9-14 June 2013, at 
Samford University. Features multi-track selections 
during a week-long institute aimed at all skill levels of 
genealogical research, including special topics.  

 National Genealogical Society  
3108 Columbia Pike, Suite 300, Arlington, Virginia 
22204-4304: Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada,  
8–11 May 2013.  

 National Institute on Genealogical Research  
P.O. Box 724, Lanham, Maryland 20703-0724: 
The institute offers an extensive week-long program, 
usually in July, which focuses on federal and pre-federal 
records held at the National Archives. They also 
provide a scholarship opportunity. 

 Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy  
P.O. Box 1144, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-1144: 
This conference is held in January of each year. It 
offers extensive use of the facilities of the Family 
History Library.  

Many of the national conferences and institutes offer 
Librarian-related tracks, lectures, and luncheons.   

In addition, many other 
appropriate conferences and 
instructional courses are 
offered year round. All 
genealogy publications such 
as Florida Lines, The Forum, 
The National Genealogical 
Quarterly, and other local 
Florida society quarterlies 
and newsletters regularly 
announce these events. 

  

mailto:awards@flsgs.org
http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=15
http://www.fgs.org/
http://www.samford.edu/schools/ighr/index.html
http://www.samford.edu/schools/ighr/index.html
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/home
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~natgenin
http://www.infouga.org/cpage.php?pt=41
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Requirements: 

 Three letters of recommendation and one letter from the Library Director authorizing the staff person 
to take professional leave to attend the education program of choice.  

 A report must be presented to the FSGS board after attending the event. 

Mail to: Carol Anderson, FSGS Awards Chair, 302 E. Palm Street, Fruitland Park, Florida 34731-4021  

Applications can be submitted electronically by email to awards@flsgs.org. 

RETURN THIS APPLICATION BEFORE September 15, 2012 

Click here to go to a PDF of the application.  

mailto:awards@flsgs.org
http://www.flsgs.org/upload/files/awards-scholarships/LibrarianScholarship.pdf
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Follow Ponce de Leon’s 1513 
Route…In the lap of luxury on the Carnival Sensation… 

In celebration of 500 years of La Florida, The Florida 
Historical Society is offering a 
four-day floating symposium in 
May of 2013 aboard the Carnival 
Sensation. Besides the usual cruise 
amenities, this cruise offers the 
presentation of papers by leading 
historians, round table discussions, 
and historic tours of Nassau.  

For details on this floating adventure, visit The Florida 
Historical Society website.  

FSGS Library News 

In the past the FSGS has maintained a collection of books 
and periodicals at a local library in Cocoa Village. The 
volunteer who maintained the FSGS collection reached a 
point in her life where she was no longer able to do this 
task. In addition, the location offered only limited access 
to FSGS holdings. The board made a decision to disband 
the library.  

With the help of volunteers, President Pamela Cooper 
(a professional librarian) packed up the collection and 
brought it to the library where she works. Pam cataloged 
the collection and sent a list to the State Library of Florida. 
After the archive selects books from the collection, the 
remaining books will be offered to other Florida libraries.  

Thank You Volunteers! 

The FSGS (to say nothing of Pam with 
her aching back) would like to thank:  

 Ellen Stanley FSGS Member and 

 Ben Diabase, Archivist/Librarian 
with  The Florida Historical Society  

for their much needed assistance in completing this task. 

The Florida Genealogist  

Journal Editor, Cori Downing, is always in the market for 
a good article. If you have a good read for Cori, email her 
at editortfg@flsgs.org.  

Cori publishes three times a year. 

 April (submit by 1 March) 

 August (submit by 1 July) 

 December (submit by 1 November) 

Pioneer Biography Database 
By: Susan Jones 

It’s been twenty years since the FSGS Pioneer 
Descendants Committee (PDC) published a 
comprehensive volume of Florida pioneer biographies.  
During the last twenty years, the PDC has processed and 
approved thousands of pioneer applications, with each 
application containing a biography that included the 
accomplishments and lineage of a Florida pioneer.  

The first volume, published in 1992, contained sketches 
and lineages of pioneers approved from 1978–1987.  This 
volume has been available for purchase on the FSGS 
Marketplace since 1992.   

Seeing a need for this information to be more accessible to 
the membership and to bring this information into the 21st 
century, pioneer biographies from 2001–2011 are now 
available to the FSGS membership via the FSGS website.  
Pioneer biographies can be accessed by logging into the 
Members Log In section. 

After you log in, look for 
Pioneer Biographies in 
the Members Log In 
section.  

We will be working on 
putting all pioneer 
biographies from  
1978–2000 on the 
website during the 
remainder of the year.  

We hope this Pioneer Biography database will be helpful 
to researchers with roots deep in Florida’s history.  

To explore this new database, visit the FSGS website.  

New Home for Florida Pioneer Files 

In addition to the copies of Florida Pioneer files that are 
maintained at the State Library of Florida, the FSGS has 

maintained the original files in a 
storage unit. The inaccessibility of 
these files has caused the FSGS to 
look for a new storage location. 

 The Florida Historical Society has 
graciously made room for these files at 
their library. If you need to see these 
files, you can visit the library at 435 
Brevard Avenue, Cocoa, Florida, 
32922 (321-690-1971). Visit the 

Library Page to see what else they have in their collection 
that might assist with your research 

http://myfloridahistory.org/
http://myfloridahistory.org/
http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/Library/
http://myfloridahistory.org/
mailto:editortfg@flsgs.org
http://www.flsgs.org/forsale.php
http://www.flsgs.org/forsale.php
http://www.flsgs.org/members.php
http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/Library/
http://myfloridahistory.org/
http://myfloridahistory.org/library
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Society Banners 
Each year the annual FSGS conference starts and ends 
with a society banner parade. The colorful meaning laden 
banners are displayed throughout the conference for all to 
enjoy. Many photographs are taken and shared. Now you 
can enjoy these banners too. Click here to view banners on 
the Member Societies page of the FSGS website.  

 

Click the drop-down arrow to see a list of banners. You 
can click a society name in the list to see its banner.   

Click the Start button to start a slideshow that shows each 
banner.  

Click the arrow keys to move through the banners at your 
own pace.  

Are we missing your banner? Send a photograph (.jpg set 
to at least 300 dpi) to president@flsgs.org to have your 
banner added. 

2012 Conference Banner Parade 

In preparation for the annual conference, your society 
needs to contact FSGS before 15 October if you plan to 
have your banner in the banner parade. Please email 
president@flsgs.org and let the president know if you 
have presented before or if you have a new banner. 
Banners will be on display from Thursday Noon until 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday. 
 

Before 15 October, email president@flsgs.org. 

 

FSGS Membership Application  

Membership is open to individuals, institutions, libraries, 
and societies. The membership year is from January 1st 
through December 31st. If renewal dues are not received 
by February 15th, the member’s name will be removed 
from the membership rolls. Genealogical societies of 
Florida receive honorary memberships.  

Date: _________________________________  

____ New Membership or ____ Renewal Membership 

Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr: _________ 

Name:  _________________________________ 

Name of Additional Member(s) at same Address:  

___________________________________________ 

Street: _________________________________ 

County: _________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ 

State:  _________________________________ 

Zip + 4:  _________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________ 

Email:  _________________________________ 

Please enclose a SASE to receive a membership card. 

Make check or money order payable to FSGS. 

 Individual: $25 

 Family Membership: $35 

 Institution, Library, out-of-state Society: $25 

Mail your completed form and payment to:  

Debbie Baker, FSGS Membership Chairman 
1223 Palmetto Road 
Eustis, Florida 32726   

Or, you can visit our website and join online.  

Member Address Corrections  

Please send any corrections or address changes to: 

Debbie Baker, FSGS Membership Chairman 
1223 Palmetto Road 
Eustis, Florida 32726 

membership@flsgs.org 

Society Liaison Update  

To get regular updates and publications from FSGS, make 
sure that we have the latest contact information for your 
society’s liaison. Please report changes to pr@flsgs.org.   

http://www.flsgs.org/cpage.php?pt=45
mailto:president@flsgs.org
mailto:president@flsgs.org
mailto:president@flsgs.org
http://www.flsgs.org/
mailto:membership@flsgs.org
mailto:pr@flsgs.org
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New Members 
George Austin  

Jenna, Kayla, Laura, and Max Berenson 

Billy Blakey 

Sherry Christman  

Dale Crawford  

James and Dorothy Cruse  

Theodore and Deborah Duay   

Nadine Foley  

Karen Fortin  

Jackie Gay  

Debbie Hagner  

Karen Harvell  

David Hoffman  

Suzanne Hutton  

John and Martha Laurent  

Marie Lowe  

Mary Machonkin  

Sharon Malloy  

Terry McMenemy  

Raymond Meuse  

Bonnie Milam  

Charles and Juanita Miller  

Sherry Palmer  

Gale Pinkston  

Carl Rawls  

Jacqueline Reiss  

Kathryn Sapp  

Jill Smith  

Lisa Stanley  

Joel and Alzina Warner  

Ann Williams  

Joanne E Wilson

 

FSGS Calendar 
30 June 2012  Deadline for working copy of Florida Pioneer Descendant applications and documentation 
1 July 2012 Deadline for articles for August issue of The Florida Genealogist  
15 September 2012 Deadline for applications for Florida Genealogy Outstanding Achievement Award, Genealogy 

Outstanding Achievement Award, and the Charlotte Duvall/FSGS Librarian Scholarship 
15 September 2012 Deadline for final copies of application, forms, and any additional fees for Florida Pioneer 

Descendant certificates 
15 October 2012 Email president@flsgs.org if your banner will be at the FSGS Annual Conference 
1 November 2012 Deadline for articles for December issue of The Florida Genealogist   
8, 9, and 10 November 2012 FSGS Annual Conference 
1 March 2013 Deadline for articles for April issue of The Florida Genealogist 

 

Florida Lines 
Editor: Pamela Tremé 
Email: editorfl@flsgs.org  
Publisher: Florida State Genealogical Society (FSGS)  
Subscription: Members of FSGS receive copies of this newsletter electronically 
via email. Archived copies are available at the FSGS website. 
Submission: This newsletter welcomes submissions. Please attach your 
submission to an email and send it to the editor at the email address noted 
above. Submissions should be in plain text (without formatting). Your article 
should be approximately 300 to 800 words (or one to one and a half pages). 
Publishing schedule: Florida Lines is published three times a year in February, 
June, and October. Submissions accepted up to two weeks before the first of the 
publication month.  
 

 
 
 
 

    

 

Visit us on 
the Web at 

www.flsgs.org 
 

 

mailto:president@flsgs.org
mailto:editorfl@flsgs.org
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